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Article 36 
Communication and contact with nationals 
of the sending State 
1.With a view to facilitating the exercise of consular functions relating to nationals of the sending 
State: 
(a) consular officers shall be free to communicate with nationals of the sending State and to have 
access to them. Nationals of the sending State shall have the same freedom with respect to 
communication with and access to consular officers of the sending State; 
(b) if he so requests, the competent authorities of the receiving State shall, without delay, inform the 
consular post of the sending State if, within its consular district, a national of that State is arrested or 
committed to prison or to custody pending trial or is detained in any other manner. Any communication 
addressed to the consular post by the person arrested, in prison, custody or detention shall be forwarded 
by the said authorities without delay. The said authorities shall inform the person concerned without 
delay of his rights under this subparagraph; 
(c) consular officers shall have the right to visit a national of the sending State who is in prison, 
custody or detention, to converse and correspond with him and to arrange for his legal representation. 
They shall also have the right to visit any national of the sending State who is in prison, custody or 
detention in their district in pursuance of a judgement. Nevertheless, consular officers shall refrain from 
taking action on behalf of a national who is in prison, custody or detention if he expressly opposes such 
action. 
2.The rights referred to in paragraph 1 of this article shall be exercised in conformity with the 
laws and regulations of the receiving State, subject to the proviso, however, that the said laws and 
regulations must enable full effect to be given to the purposes for which the rights accorded under this 
article are intended. 


