ROBERT D. ECKARD, P.A.
ATTORNEY'S FEE AND COST AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION IN
CRIMINAL MATTERS

, hereinafter called "CLIENT," hereby retains ROBERT D. ECKARD, P.A., hereinafter called "ATTORNEY," to represent said CLIENT in the matter of
                                                                                                                           .

I.           ATTORNEY’S FEE/RETAINER
The attorney's fee for this criminal representation shall be a retainer and non-refundable minimum attorney's fee in the amount of $               .  This attorney's fee does not include a trial and does not include any appeals, but does include all/any motions, hearings, pre-trial conferences or attendance at depositions. Future violations of probation are not covered under this fee agreement. This attorney's fee/retainer shall be earned upon receipt, regardless of whether a formal prosecution actually occurs or if charges are actually filed. It is entirely possible that no charges may be filed. Such a situation will not give rise to a refund or return of the attorney's fee/retainer. CLIENT agrees that regardless of the extent which a prosecution actually occurs in this case, or the amount of work the ATTORNEY actually spends, shall not give the CLIENT a right to refund or reduction in the fee.

PLEASE NOTE: Your signing of this fee agreement acknowledges that you understand and agree that your failure to adhere to the mandatory obligations of this fee agreement shall be grounds for the ATTORNEY to withdraw and notice sent by regular mail to the last written address you provided shall be considered sufficient notice of such withdrawal process.

II.
ADDITIONAL CHARGES
If charges are filed that are in addition to what are listed in this fee agreement, or if the charges listed in this fee agreement are amended and replaced by a charge of a higher degree, CLIENT agrees and understands that ATTORNEY does not represent CLIENT for additional charges or charges of a higher degree. For instance, if CLIENT hires ATTORNEY for a misdemeanor DUI and the State Attorney's Office amends the charge to a felony DUI, ATTORNEY does not represent CLIENT for that felony DUI. If CLIENT does not hire ATTORNEY for an additional or charge for a higher degree, ATTORNEY agrees to apply/credit the original fee retainer to the new fee retainer.

III.
TRIAL FEE
CLIENT understands that should CLIENT desire to proceed to
a preparation fee will become due no later than fourteen (14) days before the trial date. The trial preparation fee is a non-refundable $                                   for preparing the case for trial and is
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earned regardless of whether the trial actually occurs. If the CLIENT decides to change his plea inside of the fourteen days or on the day of trial, the trial preparation fee is still earned and non-refundable. For every day in trial, a $
trial fee will be incurred. It is immaterial how much of the day is actually spent in trial. This trial fee is for the additional time the ATTORNEY must spend in trial arguing and defending the case. CLIENT understands that this fee agreement and trial fee does not include a new trial or further representation if the trial results in a mistrial or 
hung jury or any other circumstances making a new trial necessary. If CLIENT agrees to re-hire ATTORNEY for a new trial, ATTORNEY agrees to charge CLIENT only for a trial and trial preparation. PLEASE NOTE: If you fail to pay the trial preparation fee and trial fee fourteen days before trial, you agree and understand that ATTORNEY will not be prepared to try your case and you should not expect to have a trial.

IV.
COSTS

CLIENT understands that in the event CLIENT chooses the ATTORNEY to conduct depositions or incur other costs, no additional attorney's fee will become due, but the costs for the deposition or other costs will be the CLIENT'S responsibility. The CLIENT shall immediately pay the amount due upon receipt, or instruct the ATTORNEY to pay such costs from the cost retainer in the ATTORNEY'S trust account.

There shall also be a COST RETAINER deposit of $
, which shall be held in ATTORNEY'S Trust Account for the costs of depositions or other costs.

CLIENT understands that CLIENT shall also be responsible for all costs incurred, including, but are not limited to, the following: court reporter's charges for depositions, hearings, transcripts, etc; service of process charges; witness fees; reports from doctors; expert witnesses, or private investigation services; long distance charges; mileage; postage; and photocopies. CLIENT understands that upon depletion of any funds that may be held as a cost retainer in trust, additional funds will be required within the discretion of ATTORNEY. CLIENT understands that upon completion of the case, any money remaining in the trust account may be applied by ATTORNEY to pay any unpaid ATTORNEY'S fees balance.

V.
MISCELLANEOUS
CLIENT acknowledges that CLIENT has not been promised any specific result for the services, which the undersigned ATTORNEY has contracted to provide, nor has CLIENT been given any guarantee by ATTORNEY of a particular outcome, sentence or disposition of the criminal charge.

CLIENT understands and agrees that CLIENT will not discuss the subject matter of this case with anyone other than the ATTORNEY. CLIENT agrees to follow the advice and
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instructions of the ATTORNEY, cooperate fully with the ATTORNEY in the handling of the said case, and agrees to avoid all acts that are illegal, immoral, or unethical which might jeopardize the case.

CLIENT agrees to maintain contact with ATTORNEY, cooperate fully with ATTORNEY in this representation, and agrees to promptly notify ATTORNEY in writing of any change in address or phone numbers. If CLIENT does not maintain contact, ATTORNEY shall have the right to file a motion to withdraw and CLIENT agrees to accept as service the last address provided in writing to ATTORNEY by CLIENT.

CLIENT agrees that associate counsel or co-counsel may be employed at the discretion and expense of ATTORNEY and that any attorney so employed may be designated to appear on behalf of CLIENT or undertake representation of CLIENT in this matter.

If CLIENT is billed for work performed, CLIENT agrees to pay said bill within five (5) days of receipt of the bill_ CLIENT understands that if CLIENT does not pay the fee agreed herein, or if other irreconcilable differences arise between ATTORNEY and CLIENT, the ATTORNEY may withdraw from further representation, and notice to CLIENT by regular mail to the last written address provided by CLIENT shall be considered sufficient notice of such withdrawal process.

CLIENT understands and agrees that the above-quoted fee does not include prosecution of an appeal or post verdict motions that may be taken from any verdict, judgement or final order. CLIENT understands that CLIENT will be required to enter into a new agreement with ATTORNEY if the client chooses to pursue such post-trial motions and appeals or retain other counsel for appellate purposes.

CLIENT also agrees that should enforcement of this Agreement be necessary by ATTORNEY, then ATTORNEY shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorney's fees and costs incurred as a result of said action. Further, unpaid balances shall bear interest in the amount of 1-1/2% per month.


CLIENT hereby certifies that CLIENT has read the foregoing document and will be provided a copy. All of the provisions of this contract have been explained to CLIENT and CLIENT fully understands its contents and client has entered into it freely and voluntary.

DATED this
day of
, 200 _

CLIENT                                                                            ATTORNEY


______________________________                            ______________________________
sign only if you have read, understand                            Robert D. Eckard, P.A.
and agree to all of this

